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Listing of the Claims: 

This listing of claims mtt replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the application: 

1. (Currently Amended) A conveyor oven comprising: 

a heating chamber whioh ^ roooivos configured to receive a food item to be heated; 

a conveyor which moves the food item through the heating chamber U3ing indexed 
movement; and 

a motor which is used to drive the conveyor, conveyor: and 

an electronic control unit including a plurality of operatinp programs for heating a 
correspondinp plurality of food items. 

2. (Original) The conveyor oven according to clahn 1 wherein the conveyor comprises a 
conveyor belt. 

3. (Currently Amended) The conveyor oven according to claim 1 wherein the conveyor 
moves fhe food item to a stationary position in die heating Chamber to heat ot l e ast a portion of 
the food item and moves the food item to anotlier position away from the heating chamber once 
at loaot tho portion of the food item has been heated. 

4. (Original) The conveyor oven according to claim 1 wherein the indexed movement of the 
conveyor is provided by activating and deactivating the motor. 

5. (Original) The conveyor oven according to claim 4 wherein the indexed movement of the 
conveyor is provided by rq>eatedly activating and deactivating the motor. 

6. (Original) The conveyor oven according to claim 1 wherein the indexed movement is 
provided by repeatedly starting and stopping the movement of the conveyor as it moves the food 
item through the heating chamb^. 
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7. (Previously Presented) The conveyor oven according to claim 6 wherein at least one of 
the time the conveyor is in motion or the time the conveyor is stopped is selectively adjustable by 
a user. 

8. (Original) The conveyor oven according to claim 1 wherein the movement of the 
conveyor is controlled based on input received from a user. 

9. (Original) The conveyor oven according to claim 1 comprising a heating element 
positioned in the beating chamber, the heat output of the heating element being controlled based 
on input received from a user. 

10. (Canceled) 

» 

11. (Ci^enfly Amended) The conveyor oven according to oloim 1 0 daaaJ, wherein the et 
l east - on e op e rating - param e t e r relot e o to plurality of operating programs are each capable of 
controlling the indexed movement of the conveyor* 

12. (Cucrently Amended) The conveyor oven according to claim 1 comprising a heating 
element used to heat the food item in the heating chamber, the heating element being capable of 
being heated to an operating temperature within a time period on the order of seconds. 

13. (Original) The conveyor oven according to claim 1 comprising an upper heating element 
positioned above the heating diamber and a lower heating element positioned below the heating 
chamber. 

14. (Currently Amended) The conveyor oven according to claim 13 oomprisine on jyherein 
the electronic control unit ^^u^ is used to control at least one of the time that of the upper and 
lower heating elements are activated or the power level of each of the upper and lower heating 
elements. 
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15. (CuxrentlyAmeaded) A conveyor oven comprising: 

a beating chamber which r e ceiv e s configured to receive a food item to be heated; 

a conveyor whioh - j a iised to move the food item to a stationary position adjacent to or in 
the heating chamber; mA 

a motor which is used to drive the caHvcjyBF ? convevor: and 
heating e\en\m tQ h^^t tt^e foqd ^ten^ m tl^e P^a^^^ey, ttjc hearii^a e^e^^pn^ 

being capable of being heated to an operating temperature within q time period on the order of 
seconds. 

16. (Original) The conveyor oven accordijig to claim 1 5 wherein the conveyor comprises a 
conveyor belt 

17. (Original) The conveyor oven according to claim 15 wherein the food item is in the 
stationary position for a time that is selectively adjustable by a user. 

18. (Cuirentiy Am^ded) The conveyor oven according to claim 17 oomprising - a - h e oting 
oloBMrnt - peaitionod in tho hottting diombor, a wherein the heat output of the heat element b^ag is 
controlled based on input received from a user. 

19. (Cuirentiy Ammded) Hie conveyor oven according to claim 15 comprising an 
electronic control unit whioh otorep including a plurality of operating programs for heating a 
corresponding te-a plurality of food it«n a, tho operating prDgroma including at loaot ono 
op e rating paramet e r which - is ■ relot e d ^ ^ot^oost - ono - o f movemonfeof - tiio - oonvoyQr or boat output 
in tho hooting dhombtg . 

20. (Canceled) 

21 . (Origmal) The conveyor oven according to claim 15 comprisix^ a staging area where the 
food item is received by the conveyor and a receiving area where tiie fbod item is received after 
the food item has been heated in the heating diamberi wherdn the conveyor moves the food item 
from the staging area to the stationary position in the heating chamber to heat the food item and 
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moves the food item from tiie stationary position to the receiving area after Ae food item has 
been heated. 

22. (Cuirently Amended) A conveyor oven comprising: 

a heating chamber whiobrooftvo s configured to receive a food item to be heated; add 
a conveyor belt which moves the food item through the heating chamber, the conveyor 

belt being configured to stop aMeost while the food item is being heatod ; heated: and 

an electronic control unit including a plurality of operating programs for heating a 

corrj^ponding plurality of food items. 

23. (Original) The conveyor oven according to claim 22 wherein the conveyor belt is 
repeatedly moved and stopped while the fbod item is being heated. 

24. (Original) The conveyor oven according to claim 22 wherein the movement of the 
conveyor is controlled based on input received ftom a user. 

25. (Original) The conveyor oven according to claim 22 comprising a heating element 
positioned in the beating chamber, the heat output of the heating element being controlled based 
on input received from a user. 

26. (Original) The conveyor oven according to claim 22 wherein the time that the conveyor 
belt is stopped is adjustable by a user. 

27. (Canceled) 

28. (Currently Amended) The conveyor oven according to claim 22 comprising a heating 
element used to heat tiie food item in the heating chamber, the heating element being capable of 
being heated to an operating temperature within a time period on the order of seconds. 



001,1816149.1 



PA(£6/18'RCVDATm0510:51:07 AM [Eastern 



.JUL. 20- 2005 9:56AM 33RD FLOOR 



NO. 048 P. 7/18 



Atty Dkt, No. 032016-0132 Application No. 10/806,074 

29. (Cuirently Amended) A conveyor oven comprising; 

a heating chantiber which r e c e ives configured to yecejve a food item to be heated; mi 
an endless conveying member which moves the food item through the heating chamber 

using indexed movomont. movement; and 

an electronic control unit including a plurality of operating programs for heating a 

cotresponding plurahtv of food items. 

30. (Original) The conveyor oven according to claim 29 wherein the indexed movement of 
tfie conveyor member is provided by activating and deactivating a motor which is used to drive 
the conveyor. 

3 1 . (Original) The conveyor oven according to claim 29 wherein the movement of the 
conveyor member is controlled based on input received from a user. 

32. (Canceled) 

33. (Currently Amended) The conveyor oven according to claim 29 comprising a heating 
element used to heat the food item in the heating chamber, the heating element being capable of 
being heated to an operating temperature within a time period on the order of seconds. 

34. (Currently Amended) A conveyor oven comprising: 

a heating diamber whioh roooivoo configured to receive a food item to be heated; and 
a conveyor which moves the food item througji the heating chamber, the conveyor being 

selectively adjustable between a continuous movement orientation and an indexed movement 

oriontotion. ori^tation: and 

an electronic control unit including a plurality of operating profirams for heating a 

coirespondirtp phiraUtv of food items. 

35. (Original) The conveyor oven according to claim 34 wherein the conv^or comprises a 
conveyor belt. 
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36. (Original) The conveyor oven according to claim 34 wherein the indexed movement of 
the conveyor includes repeatedly starting and stopping the movement of the conveyor as it moves 
the food item through the heating chamber. 

37. (Original) The conv^r oven according to claim 34 wherein the speed of the conveyor 
in the continuous movement ori^tation is adjustable. 

38. (Original) The conveyor oven according to claim 34 comprising a heating elemmt 
positioned in the heatiAg diamber» the heat output of the heating element being adjusuble. 

39. (Currently Amended) A conveyor oven comprising: 

a heating chamber which roooivoa configured to receive a food item to be heated; and 
a conveyor which moves the food item through the heating chamber; 
wherein the beating diamber includes a rapidly-heating heating clement which is capable 
of being cycled between a heating orientation when the food item is received in the heating 
chamb^ and a standby orientation when the heating chamb^ is not being used to heat the food 
item: and 

wherein the heating element is capable of beiag heated to pn operating tCTnpQrature within 
a time period on the order of seconds. 

40. (Canceled) 

41 . (Original) The conveyor oven according to claim 39 wherein the heating element 
provides radiant energy directly to the food item. 

42. (Original) The conveyor oven according to claim 41 comprising a glass member that 
allows transmission of the radiant energy from the heating element to the food item. 

43 . (Original) The conveyor oven according to claim 39 wherein the heating element is a 
resistive ribbon heating element 
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44. (Original) The conveyor oven according to claim 39 wherein the conveyor moves the 
fbod item using indexed movement. 

45. (Currently Amended) A conveyor oven comprising: 

a heating chamber whiolwoeeive a configured to receive a fbod item to be heated; and 
a conveyor which moves fte food item fhrough the heating chamber; 
wherein the heating diamber includes a rqiidly-heating heating elraxent to provide 
substantially on-demand use of the heating chamber to heat the food item. 

46. (Currently Amended) The conveyor ovw according to claim 45 wherein the heating 
element tis e d to heat fli e food is citable of being heated to an operating temperature within a 
time period on the order of seconds. 

47. (Original) The conveyor oven according to claim 45 wherein the heating element 
provide^ radiant mergy directly to the food item. 

48. (Original) The conveyor oven according to claim 47 comprising a glass member that 
allows transmission of the radiant energy from the heating element to the food item. 

49. (Origiiud) The conveyor oven according to claim 45 wherein the heating element is a 
resistive ribbon heating element. 

50. (Original) The conveyor oven according to claim 45 wherein the conveyor moves the 
food item using indexed movernent, 

51 . (Currently Amended) A method for heating a food item comprising: 
placing the food item on a convevor belt of a conveyor oven: 

receiving input selecting an operating nrogram for heating the food item from a plurality 
of onegatfaie programs for heating a corresponding plurality of food items, the plurality of 
oper^tiftg programs b^ng gtorgd in m ^l^mum mM qf ft^ ppnygypy flvm; 
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moving at loopt a portion of a fee food item into a beating diamber of fee conveyor oven 
^ « i - > g" a using fee conveyor belt; 

stopping fe e- movem e nt of fee conveyor belt while at l e oflt fe e portion of fee food item is 
being heated in fee heating chamber; and 

moving fee food item away £rom fee heating chamber once fee food item has been heated. 

52. (Currently Amended) The method for beating a food item according to claim SI v^^eiR 
comprisingLStoppiop fee conveyor belt i s s topped for a period of time that is adjustable by a user. 

53. (Currentiy Amended) The mefeod for heating a food item according to claim 51 
comprising perfomiing fee following steps while fee conveyor belt is stopped and the food item 
is being heated in fee heating chamber 

placing anofeer food item on the conveyor belt of fee conveyor oven: and 
receiving input faffn - » - H Be ri fe e input including selecting on e of a anofeer program for 
heating the anofeer food item from the plurality of operating programs each of which inoludo at 
least on e- pornmetcMHKilQtod to ptopping tho movomont of feo oonveyor - bolt - ^bil » fe a- oonveyor . 
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